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Artist’s Spotlight:

A.D. MADDOX
Interview by Ehren Wells

A.D. Maddox is a self-taught painter with a style all her own. Her work 
can be found in fly shops and fly-fishing literature throughout the world. In 
addition to being this issue’s cover artist, A.D. agreed to share a few of her 
images and to answer a few questions, offering a glimpse into the life of one of 
the world’s leading fly-fishing artists.

How did you get into painting, and when did you decide to pursue it as 
a career?

I’ve always been painting for as 
long as I can remember.  The 
earliest memory was when I was 4.  
I came from a very artistic family 
and my mother encouraged all 
facets of creativity.  The easiest for 
me was painting and the most fun 
as it was very messy. :)  

It seems to me that the paintings 
you’re most known for are 
vibrant, close-up surface-action 
scenes of trout feeding or in the 
midst of a fight. What motivated 
you to focus on that perspective, 
and how would you say you 
became such a master of it?

A.D. Maddox in her studio working on 
“Yellowstone Cutty,” also this issue’s cover. 
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Great question! I don’t like painting the traditional profile shots.  They’ve 
been done. I like big challenges and capturing the trout eye-level in the 
water is dynamic. It’s a very difficult photograph to take and some do it 
quite well.  I had to stage many of my shots to capture the Rise Series. Now 
I’m shooting eye-level photos and adding the water with my imagination 
so the pieces are technical in design as well as painting the effects of the 
water with the trout.

How kind of you to call me a master at what I do but the only way I’ve 
gotten where I am is practice and lots of it. It takes a certain amount of 
determination to hone these pieces through their various ugly stages until 
finally they’re right where I want them to be. I don’t stop on a piece until it’s 
nailed!  

“Firehole Rise”

http://admaddox.myshopify.com/collections/canvas-giclee-prints/products/firehole-rise


“Bend in the Stone”

“Not Over Yet”
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I see on your website that you also like to change focus and paint flies or 
place the fisherman in the scene. What is your process as you decide to 
paint a particular fish or scene?

It’s all about what I feel like painting and what visuals I have. I paint in 
batches so I’ll do a good number of flies then on to the technical trout in 
the water... then breathe with some trout skins. So I pace myself. I like to 
have a variety of pieces for my clients. 

Tell me a little about how living in Nashville and Jackson, Wyoming 
–two places that to me seem almost complete opposites of each other—
and how your experiences in those places have influenced your work.

I reached a point in my life where I wanted to live in the chaos of a city 
and around lots of people. I find the energy exhilarating! So it’s affected 
my work in that I produce more because there’s so much to do.  You know 
the old adage... if you want something done... give it to a busy person.  I 
miss Jackson as it was the key influence in what I chose to paint and the 
people there are amazing but there’s an airport right down the road, and I 
use it quite often.  

“Red Hothead Copper I”

http://admaddox.myshopify.com/collections/original-works-of-art/products/red-hothead-copper-i


“Threading the One”



What is “bug-gut” art, and how did you come up with that idea?

I felt guilty that I was riding my motorcycle all the time and not producing, 
so I came up with this wicked idea that I could smash bugs and make art 
while I was playing on the bike. “Smash the Hatch” was the series and it 
created quite a scene. I thought what I was doing was hilarious! People who 
know me just say “she’s doing another AD.” 

Bug-gut art is an extreme example, but how often do you use 
unconventional methods in your paintings?

Yes I think Bug-Art was extreme but genius!  I never took art classes 
outside of high school so I had to create my own painting tech.  I don’t 
really have another method to compare. I would say it’s conventional in 
that I put the hours in with a brush and mix my own paints. But I might 
have some new wild pieces up my sleeve for later.   

Close-up photo of “Holy Hatch Hit,” seen on the right.





You seem like a busy person. In addition to painting and fulfilling your 
corporate agreements, you also participate in fundraisers, maintain a 
website and a number of social media accounts, where you invite fans to 
inspire you with photos of their fly-fishing experiences. How important 
is social media to your work as a fly-fishing artist, and how has it 
influenced what you do?

Social media is PR.  I have a responsibility to let my fans know what I’m 
doing and creating.  All this interaction with my public drives me to create 
faster.  I’m so grateful to be connected with people who love my work... 
It’s really exciting!  I also have a team of wonderful people that help me in 
various areas so I can stay in touch with everyone, paint and fly to events. 

Do you ever get “painter’s block?”

Never. I’m very lucky in that regard. There’s a ritual I do to set-up the easel 
space then it’s go time!    

What is your favorite painting you’ve done? 

Oh, that’s a touchy one! My favorites rotate. It’s usually the one I just signed 
on the easel. And in this case it’s “Yellowstone Cutty!”

Is there anything you’ve been dying to paint but haven’t gotten around 
to?

Yes! A Steelhead and Atlantic Salmon!!!  

What’s next for you as a painter? Do you have any special projects you’re 
working on, or any events coming up where people can view your work?

Yes! I will be at iCast in Orlando mid July, Jackson Hole One Fly this Fall, 
Sundance’s Fly Fishing Festival in Sept. and Harpeth River Watershed 



Association’s River Swing October 3rd here in Nashville... I’ll have a bass 
piece for auction. 

   
 
----------------------------------
To view more of A.D.’s fine art, visit her website: admaddox.com
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